A Comprehensive Guide to the Enchanting
Repertoire of Children's Suites for Flute Choir

The flute choir, an ensemble comprised solely of flutes, offers a captivating
and versatile blend of timbres and textures. Among the many musical forms
that have been adapted for flute choir, children's suites hold a special
place, enchanting audiences with their playful melodies, charming
harmonies, and pedagogical value. This comprehensive guide delves into
the rich world of children's suites for flute choir, exploring their history,
structure, and highlights from the repertoire.

The Origins and Evolution of Children's Suites

The origins of the suite can be traced back to the early Baroque era, where
it emerged as a collection of dance movements in contrasting tempos and
meters. The popularity of the suite form grew throughout the 17th and 18th
centuries, with composers such as Johann Sebastian Bach and George
Frideric Handel contributing to its development.

Children's suites, specifically tailored for young musicians and students,
emerged in the 19th century. These suites were composed to provide
accessible and enjoyable repertoire for developing flutists, while also
instilling in them essential musical concepts and technical skills.
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The Structure of a Children's Suite

A typical children's suite for flute choir consists of a series of short,
contrasting movements. These movements often adhere to the traditional
suite form, which includes:

= Allemande: A stately dance in duple meter, featuring a flowing melody
and syncopated rhythms.

= Courante: A lively dance in triple meter, characterized by its quick,
running passages.

= Sarabande: A slow and solemn dance in triple meter, often featuring a
poignant melody and expressive harmonies.

= Gigue: A lively and energetic dance in triple meter, known for its rapid,
ascending and descending passages.

= Minuet: A graceful dance in ternary form, often featuring a contrasting
middle section known as the trio.
Highlights from the Repertoire

Over the years, numerous composers have contributed to the repertoire of
children's suites for flute choir. Among the most well-known and beloved
works are:
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1. "Children's Suite No. 1 in G Major" by Georges Barrére

Georges Barrére, a prominent flutist and pedagogue, composed six
children's suites for flute choir. His first suite, in G Major, is especially
popular, featuring charming melodies and accessible technical passages.

2. "Children's Suite No. 2 in F Major" by Robert Muczynski

Robert Muczynski, an American composer known for his educational
works, wrote two children's suites for flute choir. His second suite, in F
Major, stands out for its lively rhythms, contrasting textures, and rich
harmonies.

3. "Children's Suite for Flute Choir" by Jean-Michel Damase

French composer Jean-Michel Damase created a charming and
pedagogical suite for flute choir. His "Children's Suite" includes five short
movements, each showcasing a different aspect of flute technique and
musicianship.

4. "Suite for Young Flutists" by Elizabeth Raum

Elizabeth Raum, an American flutist and composer, wrote a suite
specifically designed for young flutists. This suite features a variety of styles
and rhythmic patterns, providing students with a comprehensive musical
experience.

5. "Suite for Flute Choir" by Gordon Jacob



English composer Gordon Jacob composed a delightful suite for flute choir
that incorporates elements of folk music. The suite includes six
movements, each inspired by a different English folk tune.

The Pedagogical Value of Children's Suites

Children's suites for flute choir serve as valuable pedagogical tools for
developing flutists. They offer:

= Gradual Technical Progression: The suites are carefully graded in
difficulty, allowing students to progress gradually and systematically.

= Exposure to Different Styles: The contrasting movements within
each suite expose students to a variety of musical styles and rhythmic
patterns.

= Development of Ensemble Skills: Playing in a flute choir fosters
ensemble skills, such as listening, blending, and following a conductor.

= Musical Appreciation: The charming melodies and harmonies of
children's suites help students develop an appreciation for music and
the flute.

Children's suites for flute choir form an enchanting and valuable part of the
flute repertoire. Their delightful melodies, accessible technical passages,
and pedagogical value make them ideal for developing flutists of all ages.
Whether performed in a concert setting or used as teaching material, these
suites continue to captivate audiences and inspire musicians alike. As the
flute choir repertoire continues to grow, the legacy of children's suites will
undoubtedly endure, providing generations of flutists with a platform for
musical growth and enjoyment.
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