
Alone and Not Alone: The Surreal Poetics of
Ron Padgett
Ron Padgett is one of the most important poets of the New York School, a
loose-knit group of poets who emerged in the 1950s and 1960s. Padgett's
poetry is characterized by its surrealist imagery, its playful use of language,
and its exploration of the themes of loneliness and solitude.

Padgett was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1942. He moved to New York City
in the early 1960s, where he quickly became involved in the city's vibrant
art scene. He was a member of the legendary Poetry Project at St. Mark's
Church, and he published his first book of poems, Great Balls of Fire, in
1964.
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Padgett's poetry has been praised for its wit, its intelligence, and its ability
to capture the surreal beauty of everyday life. His poems are often filled
with unexpected juxtapositions and surprising turns of phrase. In "The Big
City," for example, Padgett writes:
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“I walk down the street and see a man with a red umbrella.
He is standing in the rain,
but he is not getting wet.
I stop and watch him for a while.
He is not moving.
He is just standing there,
with his red umbrella.
”

This poem is typical of Padgett's work in its use of surreal imagery and its
exploration of the theme of loneliness. The man with the red umbrella is a
solitary figure, standing in the rain but not getting wet. He is a symbol of the
alienation and isolation that can be found in the midst of the bustling city.

Padgett's poetry has also been praised for its humor. In "The New York
School," for example, he writes:

“The New York School is a school of poetry
that is not a school.
It is a group of poets who live in New York City
and who write poetry.
They are not all friends,
and they do not all agree on everything,
but they share a common interest in poetry.
”



This poem is a playful take on the New York School, and it pokes fun at the
idea of a "school" of poetry. Padgett suggests that the New York School is
more of a loose-knit group of individuals who share a common interest in
poetry.

Padgett's poetry has been influential on a generation of younger poets. He
is considered one of the most important poets of the New York School, and
his work continues to be read and enjoyed by readers around the world.

Further Reading

Ron Padgett at the Poetry Foundation

Ron Padgett at the Poetry Project

Ron Padgett at the Academy of American Poets
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