
Fly Fishing the West Branch of the Ausable
River: An Angler's Paradise
Welcome to the West Branch of the Ausable River, a fly fishing mecca
nestled within the pristine wilderness of the Adirondack Mountains. This
legendary river has captivated anglers for generations with its breathtaking
scenery, crystal-clear waters, and abundant brown trout populations. Join
us on an immersive journey as we explore the secrets of this iconic river,
tackle its challenges, and create memories that will endure a lifetime.
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The River's Allure

The West Branch of the Ausable River originates from Lake Placid, the host
of the 1932 and 1980 Winter Olympics, and flows for approximately 25
miles before joining the East Branch to form the main Ausable River. Its
pristine waters are renowned for their clarity, allowing anglers to easily spot
their quarry beneath the surface. The river's gradient varies from gentle
riffles to cascading waterfalls, creating diverse habitats that support a
thriving trout population.
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Brown Trout Haven

The West Branch of the Ausable River is home to an abundance of wild
brown trout, ranging in size from 12 to 24 inches. These fish are known for
their voracious appetites and acrobatic leaps when hooked. The river's
varied habitat, including deep pools, undercut banks, and rocky riffles,
provides ample feeding and hiding spots for these elusive creatures.

Fly Fishing Techniques
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To successfully fly fish the West Branch of the Ausable River, anglers must
employ a range of techniques. Dry fly fishing, using flies that float on the
water's surface, is particularly effective during the summer months when
insects are abundant. Nymphing, utilizing weighted flies that mimic aquatic
insects, is also a productive technique throughout the year.

The river's fast-flowing currents and rocky bottom require anglers to use
precise casts and heavy tippets to ensure their flies reach the desired
depth and location. Patience and persistence are key, as the trout in this
river are often selective feeders.

Tackling the Challenges

Fly fishing the West Branch of the Ausable River is not without its
challenges. The river's swift currents can test even experienced anglers,
and the abundance of rocks and downed trees requires careful wading.
Additionally, the trout in this river are known for their wariness, making it
essential to use stealthy approaches and accurate casting techniques.



Fly fishing the West Branch of the Ausable River requires precise casting and careful
wading.

Exploring the River

The West Branch of the Ausable River is accessible from several points
along its length. The Wilmington Notch area, located in the heart of the
Adirondacks, offers excellent fishing opportunities from both the riverbanks
and by boat. Downstream, the river meanders through the towns of Jay and
Keene, providing angler access via public fishing easements and
designated fly fishing areas.
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The river's scenic beauty enhances the fishing experience. The Ausable
River Valley is a mosaic of forests, meadows, and mountains, creating
breathtaking vistas that will captivate anglers of all levels.

Fly fishing the West Branch of the Ausable River is an unforgettable
adventure that combines the thrill of the chase with the serenity of nature.
The river's pristine waters, abundant trout populations,
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Lessons From 30 Years of Outperforming
Investment Benchmarks
The stock market is a complex and ever-changing landscape. It can be
difficult to know where to invest your money and how to achieve the best
possible returns. However, by...
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