
Hernani: A Romantic Masterpiece by Victor
Hugo
Victor Hugo's Hernani is a classic example of 19th-century Romantic
drama. It was first performed in 1830, at the height of the Romantic period,
and it quickly became one of the most popular and controversial plays of
the time.
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The play is set in Spain during the reign of King Philip II, and it tells the
story of a love triangle between Hernani, a bandit chief, Doña Sol, a
noblewoman, and Don Carlos, the king. Hernani and Doña Sol are deeply
in love, but their love is forbidden by the king, who is also in love with Doña
Sol.

The play is full of dramatic action, as Hernani and Don Carlos vie for Doña
Sol's love. There are also scenes of violence and bloodshed, as Hernani
leads his followers in a rebellion against the king.
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In addition to its exciting plot, Hernani is also known for its beautiful
language and poetry. Hugo was a master of the French language, and his
use of imagery and symbolism is breathtaking.

Hernani is a complex and challenging play, but it is also a rewarding one. It
is a play that will stay with you long after you have seen it, and it is a play
that will make you think about the nature of love, honor, and rebellion.

Themes of Hernani

Hernani is a play that explores many different themes, including:

Love: Hernani and Doña Sol's love for each other is the driving force
of the play. It is a love that is passionate, intense, and ultimately tragic.

Honor: Hernani is a man of great pride and honor. He refuses to bend
to the will of the king, even when it means risking his own life.

Rebellion: Hernani is a symbol of rebellion against the tyranny of the
king. He leads his followers in a revolt against the monarchy, in the
hopes of creating a more just and equitable society.

Power: The play explores the corrupting influence of power. The king
is a powerful man, but he is also a cruel and unjust ruler. His power
corrupts him, and it ultimately leads to his downfall.

Characters of Hernani

The characters of Hernani are complex and well-developed. They are
characters that you can empathize with, even if you do not always agree
with their choices.



Hernani: Hernani is the title character of the play. He is a bandit chief
and a rebel. He is a man of great pride and honor, and he is deeply in
love with Doña Sol.

Doña Sol: Doña Sol is a noblewoman. She is beautiful, intelligent, and
independent. She is deeply in love with Hernani, but she is also loyal
to the king.

Don Carlos: Don Carlos is the king of Spain. He is a powerful man,
but he is also cruel and unjust. He is in love with Doña Sol, and he will
stop at nothing to have her.

Hernani is a classic Romantic drama that still resonates with audiences
today. It is a play about love, honor, rebellion, and power. It is a play that
will stay with you long after you have seen it, and it is a play that will make
you think about the nature of the human condition.
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