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The Cameroonian Who Wanted White Man is a powerful and moving novel
that explores the complex issues of identity, power, and desire. Set in
Cameroon during the colonial era, the novel follows the story of Nanga, a
young Cameroonian boy who dreams of becoming white. Through Nanga's
journey, the novel sheds light on the devastating effects of colonialism and
the ways in which it can shape an individual's sense of self.
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Nanga is a complex and sympathetic character. He is a young man who is
struggling to find his place in a world that is increasingly defined by racial
divisions. He is also a victim of the violence and oppression that is endemic
to colonial rule. Despite all of this, Nanga never gives up on his dream of
becoming white. He believes that if he can only become white, he will
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finally be able to escape the poverty and discrimination that he has faced
all his life.

Nanga's dream of becoming white is a reflection of the deep psychological
scars that colonialism has left on Cameroon. For many Cameroonians,
whiteness has come to represent power, wealth, and privilege. It is a
symbol of everything that they have been denied. Nanga's desire to
become white is a way for him to reclaim his own sense of self and to
escape the limitations that have been imposed on him by his race.

The Cameroonian Who Wanted White Man is a powerful indictment of
colonialism. It is a story that shows the devastating effects of racism and
the ways in which it can damage an individual's sense of self. It is also a
story of hope and resilience. It is a story about a young man who never
gives up on his dream, even when it seems impossible.

Themes

The Cameroonian Who Wanted White Man explores a number of important
themes, including:

Identity: Nanga's journey is a quest for identity. He is struggling to find
his place in a world that is divided by race. He is also struggling to
come to terms with his own African identity.

Power: Whiteness is a symbol of power in the colonial era. Nanga's
desire to become white is a reflection of his desire for power. He
believes that if he can only become white, he will finally be able to
escape the poverty and discrimination that he has faced all his life.



Desire: Nanga's desire to become white is a complex and
contradictory one. It is a desire for power, but it is also a desire for love
and acceptance. Nanga believes that if he can only become white, he
will finally be able to find happiness.

Characters

The Cameroonian Who Wanted White Man features a cast of complex and
compelling characters. The main characters include:

Nanga: The protagonist of the novel, Nanga is a young Cameroonian
boy who dreams of becoming white. He is a complex and sympathetic
character who is struggling to find his place in a world that is divided by
race.

Mami Wata: A powerful water spirit, Mami Wata is a symbol of both
hope and danger. She is a trickster figure who often appears to people
who are in need of help, but she can also be cruel and dangerous.

The White Man: The White Man is a symbol of power and privilege.
He is a distant and unattainable figure who represents everything that
Nanga desires.

Setting

The Cameroonian Who Wanted White Man is set in Cameroon during the
colonial era. The novel vividly depicts the violence and oppression that was
endemic to colonial rule. It also explores the ways in which colonialism has
shaped Cameroonian culture and society.

Style



The Cameroonian Who Wanted White Man is written in a lyrical and
evocative style. Patrice Nganang uses beautiful language to create a vivid
and immersive world. The novel is also full of symbolism and allegory.
Nganang uses these literary devices to explore the complex themes of the
novel.

Reception

The Cameroonian Who Wanted White Man has been praised by critics for
its powerful storytelling and its insights into the human condition. The novel
has been translated into several languages and has been adapted into a
stage play.

The Cameroonian Who Wanted White Man is a powerful and moving novel
that explores the complex issues of identity, power, and desire. Set in
Cameroon during the colonial era, the novel follows the story of Nanga, a
young Cameroonian boy who dreams of becoming white. Through Nanga's
journey, the novel sheds light on the devastating effects of colonialism and
the ways in which it can shape an individual's sense of self.

The Cameroonian Who Wanted White Man is a must-read for anyone who
is interested in African literature, postcolonial studies, or the human
condition.
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