
The Ultimate Guide to Crafting Simple and
Refreshing Prep School Cider at Home
Welcome to the world of homebrewing, where you can create your own
delicious and refreshing beverages with just a few simple ingredients and a
bit of patience. In this comprehensive guide, we will take you on a step-by-
step journey through the process of crafting a classic Prep School Cider in
the comfort of your own home. From selecting the finest apples to bottling
and aging, we will explore the secrets of creating this crisp and flavorful
beverage that is perfect for any occasion.
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Selecting the Perfect Apples

The foundation of any great cider lies in the quality of the apples you use.
For Prep School Cider, we recommend using a blend of sweet and tart
apples, such as:

Sweet apples: McIntosh, Honeycrisp, Fuji, Gala
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Tart apples: Granny Smith, Bramley's Seedling, Northern Spy,
Cortland

Aim for a balance of 60% sweet apples and 40% tart apples to create a
cider that is both flavorful and refreshing.

Equipment You'll Need

To get started with homebrewing cider, you will need the following
equipment:

Apple press or juicer

Fermentation bucket or carboy

Airlock and stopper

Hydrometer

Siphon and tubing

Bottles or kegs

Bottle caps or keg fittings

Step-by-Step Brewing Instructions

1. Prepare the Apples

Thoroughly wash and remove any blemishes from the apples. Cut them
into small pieces, removing the cores and seeds.

2. Press or Juice the Apples

Transfer the apples into an apple press or juicer to extract the juice. Collect
the juice in a clean fermentation bucket or carboy.



3. Measure the Specific Gravity

Using a hydrometer, measure the specific gravity of the apple juice. This
will determine the potential alcohol content of your cider.

4. Add Yeast and Nutrients

Add yeast to the juice according to the manufacturer's instructions. Yeast
will convert the sugars in the juice into alcohol and carbon dioxide.

5. Ferment the Cider

Fit the fermentation bucket or carboy with an airlock and stopper. Place it in
a cool, dark place with a temperature between 60-70°F (15-21°C). Allow
the cider to ferment for 1-2 weeks, or until the specific gravity has
stabilized.

6. Clarify the Cider

After fermentation, rack the cider into a clean carboy. Add a clarifying agent
such as bentonite or gelatin to remove any sediment.

7. Backsweeten (Optional)

If desired, you can add some apple juice or honey to the cider to add
sweetness. Stir well and allow it to sit for a few days to blend the flavors.

8. Bottle or Keg the Cider

Siphon the cider into bottles or kegs. Seal the bottles with caps or the keg
with fittings. Allow the cider to age for at least 2 months before enjoying.

Aging and Serving



Prep School Cider benefits from aging. As it ages, the flavors will develop
and become more complex. You can age the cider for several months or
even years to achieve the desired taste.

Serve the cider chilled over ice or in a chilled glass. It is a versatile
beverage that can be enjoyed on its own or paired with a variety of foods.

Troubleshooting

If you encounter any problems during the brewing process, here are some
common issues and solutions:

Cider is too sweet: Add more yeast to the cider after tasting to
increase the fermentation and reduce the sweetness.

Cider is too tart: Add some apple juice or honey to the cider after
tasting to increase the sweetness.

Cider is infected: If the cider develops an off-odor or taste, it may be
infected. Discard the cider and start over with fresh ingredients.

Cider is not carbonated: Ensure that the cider was fermented
properly and that the bottles or kegs were sealed properly. If the cider
is flat, you can force carbonate it by injecting CO2 into the bottles or
kegs.

Homebrewing Prep School Cider is a rewarding and enjoyable experience.
By following the steps outlined in this guide, you can create a delicious and
refreshing cider that is perfect for any occasion. With a little patience and
attention to detail, you can impress your friends and family with your
homemade masterpiece.



Cheers to the joy of homebrewing!
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